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Society’s calendar blusters with a cluster of monthly reminders of things of which to be aware, an-
niversaries of tragedies we shouldn’t forget, and days to celebrate the differences in our culture, jobs, and even 
the type of food we eat.  Winter makes us long for spring and spring pushes us toward summer. Summer 
drags us into fall where we wind down toward winter. The last part of the last season, the holidays, is the first 
stretch of the year where we spend our time and our money finding ways to shut out the whirlwinds of the 
world pushing us apart and warm up to reasons for a season that will pull us closer together. We toss aside 
our everyday problems and take on more cheerful challenges. We brave long lines and crowds frostier and 
feistier than a theme park to find the perfect toy to bring a smile to a child. We humble ourselves as humans 
and consider the fancies of our furry friends. When the right gift can’t be found in a package, we stoke our 
imagination to craft an idea, and then work with a local craftsman to forge it into being. 

Yet, this year’s Holiday Magazine is not only a gift guide for ideas to pick up a special gift while sup-
porting a local business, but also a chance to immerse ourselves in the spirit of solidarity. Here in the pages of 
our annual publication, you’ll find answers to the questions we should be asking this time of year: How can 
we understand, and more importantly, love one another? How a single star in a universe of millions inspired 
holiday traditions for cultures around the world. How one actor will portray a cast of characters to remind us 
of the spirit of Christmas in the hopes of saving his theater company for thousands of children. And how a 
children’s book can rekindle a love of reading and reconnect parents with their children. 

As you arrive home from work in the dark of the autumn evening, nestle into a comfy chair and check 
out of your daily “to-do” list and check into your “love-to” list. The holidays are here, and Holiday Magazine 
has arrived to help you find the hearth in your heart. 

Message
From the Staff

a
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8 Christmas’ Starring Role
Peña Planetarium show shines a light on the mystery 
of the Christmas star and the miracle it heralded.

12 Bone of Contentment
Sweetie Paws in Visalia bakes pupcakes and makes 
frozen yogurt for your four-legged family members. 

16 Forging New Traditions
TC Iron Works in Exeter molds metal into 
merriment by fabricating truly unique creations.

19 The Bear Essentials of Christmas
Corduroy, the cuddly teddy bear, returns in a new 
book about the classic children’s character.

24 One Man’s Carol for Christmas
Kelly Ventura portrays 16 characters in one-man 
show of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”

28 Stock Up on Stuffers Near You
Take your sled to these local stores to find great deals 
on gifts to stuff the stockings on Christmas morning.

32 Tidings of Comfort Food and Joy
A guide to taking the guess work out of holiday 
party planning just in the nick of time.

36 A Calendar for the Season
Festive fundraisers, merry musical acts, and happy 
holiday events that “yule” love.

39 Toys That Are on Target
Target has a list of the top trending toys for any girl 
or boy on this year’s Christmas list.
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Mix
Market 

Persimmon Pudding
Ingredients:
 1  cup flour
 ½ teaspoon salt
 1  teaspoon baking soda
 ½  teaspoon cinnamon
 1  egg
 ¾  cup sugar
 Optional: ½ cup chopped raisins 
or dates
 1  cup sieved 
  persimmon pulp
 ¼  cup melted butter
 ½  cup milk
 ½  cup chopped walnuts

Instructions:
Sift flour twice with salt, soda 

and cinnamon. Beat the egg and 
mix with sugar. Add persimmon 

pulp. Stir in melted butter.
Add flour and milk alter-

nately. Add walnuts and beat 
thoroughly.

Fill greased molds ¾ full and 
bake in a slow oven at 300°F for 
1½ hours. Serve hot with hard 
sauce, lemon sauce or whipped 
cream and ice cream.
Lemon sauce:

Mix in saucepan ½ cup butter, 
1 cup sugar, ¼ cup water, 1 egg 
well beaten, 3 tablespoons lemon 
juice and grated rind of one 
lemon. Cook over medium heat 
stirring constantly. Remove from 
heat just as it comes to a boil.

- Family recipe from Rod and Velda 
Pomp at Ciera Farms. Velda’s mother entered 
this recipe in the 1940 Kansas State Fair!

Find the best ingredients for 
your recipes at the Visalia 
Farmers Market: Thursdays 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Church 
and Main St. in downtown 
Visalia; Saturdays from 8 to 
11:30 a.m. in the Sears park-
ing lot on Mooney Blvd.; 
Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Main Street in 
Porterville.
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Christmas
Mystery of the

Star

Christmas traditions are born from all sorts of places, but they are of course all centered around the birth of 
Christ.

In Tulare County one tradition making its way around is visiting the Pena Planetarium for a viewing of the 
Mystery of the Christmas Star. Planetarium and science center coordinator Conan Palmer says they usually see 
an uptick in attendance in December.

“Nine times out of 10, I’d say we’re sold out. We definitely have our fans because it becomes a tradition. 
Families come out, they bring their kids, it’s a great time for them,” Palmer said.

The planetarium’s annual December show is popular not just for its timely viewing, but because the show 
is a modern reference to the traditional Christmas story and investigates possible dates for the birth of Christ 
and looks at recorded sightings of significant astronomical events during this important time in history. What 
signs in the sky might have been so intriguing as to cause three wise men to cross a desert in search of a newborn 
King?

“It fits more into history than astronomy. Most of the content is related to biblical text as source material 
and then some other places like ancient astronomers from Asia and Arabic astronomers and how they document 
history,” Palmer said. 

Text by 
paul myers
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There has been plenty of debate over what drew 
three wise men out to the nativity. Earthsky.org writ-
er Larry Sessions contends the Christmas Star may 
have been a supernova, an exploding star, that bright-
ens quickly and in a big way. 

“Indeed, one such star was recorded by the Chi-
nese in the spring of 5 BC and was seen for more 
than two months,” Sessions writes.

However, Sessions adds the position of the pos-
sible supernova means it likely would not have led 
the wise men in the manner implied in the Bible. 
Other possible explanations note the star may not 
have been a star, it may have been a planet. Sessions 
writes the bright light in the night sky could have 
been a conjunction or close meeting of Jupiter with 
two other planets, Saturn and Mars.

“Planets were ‘wandering stars’ to the ancients, 
and to many they bore great astrological or mysti-
cal significance. Astronomers know that there was a 
series of such conjunctions in 6 and 5 BC,” Sessions 
explains.

Ultimately, there has not been one concrete and 
indisputable piece of evidence to tell whether the 
Christmas Star was a star. And according to Sessions, 
short of a profound archeological discovery, the an-
swer will remain in the realm of faith. 

The Mystery of the Christmas Star is a great 
showing for an investigative mind in the holiday 
season, there is plenty more to see at the Pena Plan-
etarium.

Palmer says he and his staff all contribute and 
review shows in their entirety and how they fit con-

tent standards for science and astrology. And the 
shows they play at the planetarium come from all of 
the United States and even the world. One of their 
newest shows, The Secrets of Gravity: In the Foot-
steps of Albert Einstein, was created in Germany 
and reproduced for English audiences. 

The show follows the adventures of 12-year-old 
Luke, who is far more interested in the universe and 
its secrets than boring magic spells. He is fascinated 
by the stars, the universe, and the laws of nature. One 
night, he sneaks into the Albert Einstein Museum 
where he meets ALBYX3, a small, clever but rather 
quirky robot who knows all about Albert Einstein 
and his theories. ALBY takes Luke on a magical 
journey through space and time during which they 
not only uncover the secrets of gravity, but also learn 
about friendship and imagination.

The show “Phantom of the Universe” was 
sourced from them mid-west and showcases an ex-
citing exploration of dark matter. The show reveals 
the first hints of dark matter’s existence, then plum-
mets deep underground to see the most sensitive 
dark matter detector on Earth. From there, it jour-
neys across space and time to the Large Hadron Col-
lider at CERN, speeding alongside particles before 
they collide in visually stunning explosions of light 
and sound.

Following all shows, those in their seats are 
treated to a 15-minute lesson about constellations. 
The planetarium’s presenter shows the night sky as 
seen at that time of year and reviews the constella-
tions so you can spot them too. 
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Stock-ings
Christmas

For Local Food Banks
Church of God 
Ivanhoe
15900 Avenue 332
Ivanhoe, CA 93265
559.564.0635

Cristo Es La 
Vid Verdadera
1451 South ‘O’ Street 
Dinuba, CA 93618
559.591.0539

Exeter Food Closet
200 South ‘E’ Street,
Exeter, CA 93221
559.802.7883

Farmersville Bethel 
Spanish Assembly
1177 North Ventura
Farmersville, CA 93223
559.747.3708

FoodLink for 
Tulare County
611 2nd St.
Exeter, CA 93221
559.651.3663

Lindsay-Strathmore 
Community Council
189 North Elmwood Avenue
Lindsay, CA 93274
559.562.4434

Porterville Gleaning 
Seniors
680 South Main Street
Porterville, CA 93265
559.781.4899

Springville 
Community Church
25725 Highway 190
Springville, CA 93265
559.539.3188

Terra Bella 
Relief Fund 
9482 Road 238
Terra Bella, CA 93270
559.535.4478

Tulare Emergency Aid
424 North ‘N’ Street
Tulare, CA 93274
559.686.3693

Visalia Emergency Aid
217 North East 3rd Street
Visalia, CA 93291
559.732.0101

Woodlake Food Pantry
199 West Antelope
Woodlake, CA 93286
559.564.8811
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Bone
Walking into Sweetie Paws, the television 

screen is playing doggie movies, while pet parents 
boast about their furry children to owner Shannon 
Shipley. Shipley, who has always had an interest in 
baking as well as rescuing and caring for dogs, com-
bined her interests to form the business a couple of 
years ago. 

She was urged to start baking doggie cookies for 
sale by some of her friends, due to her developing 
interest and research into what food items are good 

for dogs, and what is not. “Why not,” she thought to 
herself. With her children grown, she had more free 
time to spend developing a business.

She began attending some bazaars and events 
with her baked goods, with much success. She was 
encouraged to start selling at a kiosk at the Visalia 
Mall in 2016. Six months later, the space of her cur-
rent store location, 242 E. Caldwell Blvd. in Visalia, 
became available. She jumped at the chance while 
fulfilling her one-year contract at the mall by hang-

of Contentment
Text and Photography by 

nancy vigran

Sweetie Paws’ treats including cookies, pupcakes, and birthday cakes are freshly baked by owner, Shannon Shipley.
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ing signage of the new location. She has no employ-
ees and tends the store herself, so could not manage 
the kiosk and the new store at one time.

Now celebrating the one-year anniversary on 
Caldwell, Sweetie Paws has become a regular stop for 
its customers. Some come in daily to talk the doggie 
breeze with Shipley. Others come by once a week to 
stock up on treats. Some come with their dogs, oth-
ers stop by just themselves. And yet others, just come 
in to shop for others, having no four-legged family 
members of their own.

“The good thing is that I get to learn their [cus-
tomers’] names and all about their families,” she said.

Birthday shopping is a big draw and many 
customers special order pupcakes for their pets, or 
for a doggie birthday party. Daily, Shipley sees ap-
proximately three customers shopping for their pet’s 
birthday, she said. She keeps track of those furry cus-
tomer’s birthdays and offers them a card, or birthday 
certificate, as well as a free pupcake. 

With the holidays coming, there will be a lot of 
Christmas and New Year’s cakes and cookies.

But, Sweetie Paws has developed beyond the 
bakery. There is a line of DIY cake mixes and ice 
cream mixes, as well as Fro Yo frozen yogurt treats 
for dogs. There are also chew treats and toys.

Probably the second largest draw for shopping 
are the various lines of shampoos and conditioners 
available at the store. There are locally-made soaps, 
as well as other products for flea and tick repellents, 
itching, hot spots, and other skin conditions. Some 
come in a variety of scents for female and male dogs. 
Beyond that, food bowls and treat jars are available as 
well as doggie clothes.

Sometimes needed are winter sweaters, raincoats, 
booties, and PJs which are arriving for the season along 
with a line of NFL football jerseys. Besides baking, 
Shipley sews bandanas in all sizes and has a variety of 
fabric choices available. She can custom create special 
orders; sometimes as quickly as within one hour.

Shoppers should also check out the dog collars 
and leashes, hair bows, bow ties, and other accessories. 

Coming soon, Shipley plans on expanding the 
kitty line and she’s looking into baking cat treats. She 
also wants to expand the dog treat bar, where cus-
tomers can now get a dozen cookies for $10.  Regular 
shoppers receive their 7th dozen free. They are also 
available for $1 each, or a scoop of small cookies 
also for $1. Shipley’s freshly baked cookies have no 
preservatives and contain natural, human-grade in-
gredients approved for dogs, and mostly organic and 
grain-free. 

Sweetie Paws’ human customers are about 75% 
female, 25% male, and often couples come in to-

gether. Customers range in ages from children sav-
ing up their money for their favorite team jersey for 
their dog, to young couples who have four-legged 
children, to empty-nesters now doting on their furry 
children and grandchildren.

Shipley and her husband have their own Do-
berman and Chihuahua at home. Occasionally one 
visits the shop, but Shannon would rather be able to 
pay all of her attention to her customers while work-
ing. In the store, there is a play zone set up for furry 
entertainment, so human parents can shop with ease.

“All dogs [that frequent the store] are well cared 
for and never have any trouble socializing,” Shipley 
said of her customers.

With the motto “Dress them up and feed them 
well,” Sweetie Paws does not offer daycare, train-
ing, or grooming. She works closely with Alpha K-9 
Academy, where she refers her customers for their 
training needs. She also has a referral list of local 
groomers. The store ships products nationwide, al-
though shipping freshly-made treats is limited as 
there are no preservatives used.

Sweeties Paws will have a holiday scene set up 
for photo sessions. Santa Paws will be frequenting 
the shop. Customers are free to take their own pho-
tos or ask holiday staff to help with photography. 
Store hours are Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sweetie Paws’ owner Shannon Shipley shares some frozen yogurt 
treats available in Beagle-Berry Banana, Pretty in Peach, Chip-
Chip Hooray, and more.
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Forging
Creativity takes all forms, but few times can 

someone make their mark in metal. Tom Clar, of 
TC Iron Metal Fabrication has turned what was 
once his side hustle in San Diego into a red hot 
business venture right outside his home in Exeter. 

Clar does not have a long-standing Exeter family 
name everyone knows, instead he just came into town 
and made a name for himself. Now four years later he 
is fielding more calls than he can handle to fill fabri-
cated part orders and custom-built signs and designs. 

In the past he has created rustic plant holders 
and emblems, that have actually strengthened over 
time with oxidization because of the type of metal he 
used. He has welded and installed metal fabricated 
to look like bamboo, and has even gone so far as to 

create steer horns to mount on the hood of hotrods. 
It is not as if Clar is not competing with Internet 

buys, he is. Where he is winning is clearly in quality.
“You can probably buy this stuff online. But if 

you bring it to me, I’m going to build it stronger, 
thicker and better than anyone else,” Clar said. 

Clar’s creativity does not come from just one 
specific place. Whether he is sitting down trying 
to figure out a complex design or passively driving 
around town, he is always looking for inspiration. 

“Every day, you just see things and take a pic-
ture,” Clar says.

There was one time he remembers driving in 
Tulare and seeing a gate that rotated on a center 
poll open and shut, instead of a traditional hinge. 

New Traditions
Text and Photography by 

paul myers
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Clar says he was struck by how creative it was and 
how he realized it was something he had never 
thought of before. 

“I was like ‘wow, I got to do that’,” Clar said.
Lending a hand in his creativity are the friends 

and family who realize how his mind works.
“Everyone knows how I am so I’m always get-

ting these pictures from people who are like, ‘Saw 
this and thought you might like it’,” Clar added.

Metal has now become such a significant part 
of Clar’s life, it is hard to imagine this was not his 
first career choice. The New York native did not start 
working with his hands until his time as a profes-
sional snowboarder was over and he headed to San 
Diego full time. With some extra money to burn 
Clar tried his hand at carpentry. 

After a brief woodworking experience, Clar start-
ed working with metal at a shop called C.Q. Welding.  
“My boss at the time just said this was my calling. I 
was good at it and I should keep doing it,” Clar said. 

Clar says working with metal is a material unlike 
any other because of how mailable it is. “I like that you 
can do a lot with steel that you can’t with wood. You can 
bend it, twist it, cut it and weld it back together. You 
know with wood you cut it and you’re done,” Clar said.

Currently the shop he has now is his creative 
outlet. Clar says 80 percent of the work he gets 
doesn’t have a drawing or instructions. And while 
that might drive some firms to point companies 
elsewhere, Clar thrives in not knowing what he’s 
going to do until he sits down and works it out.

“Every day is different…I love coming up with 
things when people come to me and say they want 
something but they don’t know how it’s going to 
work. And that’s when I try and figure it out. I love 
the challenge,” Clar said.

The biggest leap in his time in San Diego was 
when he was offered a supervising position with 
West Tech Metal Fabrication. And that was where 
he stayed for seven years. Then he decided to relo-
cate closer to his wife’s home. 

Clar and his wife Elaine had consistently made 
trips from their home in San Diego to Exeter once 
a month. He says if you do it right the drive is only 
four and a half hours. But it was not the travel that 
made them decide to move, it was the home pric-
es.  The Clar family had a pretty nice set up. Tom 
was working a job worth staying for and making 
a decent wage while Elaine had just finished her 
doctorate in psychology and poised to find a job. 
However, half a million dollar homes on the bad 
side of town gave them the push they needed. 

“San Diego was beautiful but it was too expen-
sive. You’re working there to just live, not to have a 

family,” Tom said.
It did not take him long to establish himself in 

town. He turned down a job with Hellwig Products 
to strike out on his own. What surprised him most 
when he first started was how helpful the Exeter 
community was. 

Without an advertising budget Tom put his 
leather on the pavement and started knocking on 
doors looking for work. Before long he was making 
significant headway with Waterman Industries de-
signing parts and equipment. But his biggest break 
came when he joined the Kiwanis Club of Exeter. 

“Kiwanis helped me out the most. I got a lot of 
work from them because they just spread my name 
around,” Tom said.

Part of the Exeter spirit is just simply doing 
work around town and finding ways to give back to 
the community. In no short order Clar managed to 
provide for the town in ways nobody else could. In 
recent years, he has donated his labor to two shade 
projects at Schroth Park and the Exeter City Park. 
He also added the fencing around the toddler area 
installed earlier this year at the city park. 

At Kiwanis’ Spirit of the Holidays event he 
fabricated a custom fire pit to be auctioned off. And 
when Mustard Seed Acres opened their gates on 
Filbert just north of downtown Exeter, Clar do-
nated his labor there too, making a unique sign that 
just fits the personality of the in-town farm owners.

Now that his name is synonymous with metal 
work, he is ready to double the size of his operation 
to four employees and two trucks, and taking cus-
tom orders all the while.
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The Bear
The holiday season makes us nostalgic for our 

childhood as we attempt to create fond memories for 
our own children, grandchildren, nieces and neph-
ews. A look at this year’s hottest trending toys often 
look the same as they did 30 and even 50 years ago 
with Barbie, Batman, Transformers and firetrucks still 
topping the list. Winnie the Pooh is back on the big 
screen and another classic bear is back on bookshelves. 

Corduroy, the cuddly teddy bear, came into the 
world through the creativity of author/illustrator 
Don Freeman in 1968. Freeman said the inspira-
tion for the book came 
when he wondered 
what characters in a de-
partment store would 
do after the doors 
closed for the day. The 
character’s name was 
actually taken from a 
boy in one of Freeman’s 
unpublished children’s 
books. The name must 
have seemed some-
what cursed at first as 
the book featuring the 
bear was rejected by 
several publishers be-
fore Viking Press took a second look and ultimately 
launched what is considered to be one of the best 
children’s books of all time. Freeman published a 
sequel, “A Pocket for Corduroy,” in 1978 just be-
fore his death. The beary cute character received 
his own TV short in 1984 and two animated series 
in 1997-1998 and 2000-2001. Author B.G. Hen-
nessy brought the bear back to life in 2006 with 
“Corduroy Lost and Found.” In 2007, the National 
Education Association named the original one of 
its “Teachers’ Top 100 Books for Children, and in 

2012 the School Library Journal placed the book on 
the “Top 100 Picture Books” of all time.

Much like the original, Hennessy’s “A Christ-
mas Wish for Corduroy” tells the story of a teddy 
bear watching the world from his place on a shelf 
hoping to be taken home by a child. Rather than 
embark on a search for his missing button, Cor-
duroy instead goes on a quest to find Santa Claus 
with a classic clasp calamity along the way. In the 
end, Corduroy realizes it isn’t your name or clothes 
that make you special, but rather the people in your 

life. The book was first 
published in America 
last year by Viking but 
was published in Eu-
rope by Penguin Ran-
dom House three years 
earlier. The book was 
wonderfully illustrated 
by Jody Wheeler, who 
kept the vintage rough 
lines and shading from 
Freeman’s original 
drawings. 

Corduroy’s latest 
adventure does more 
than make you paws for 

the message, it also supports a cause worth bearing. 
In the front-matter of the book, it mentions that “A 
bear’s share of the author’s royalties” from the sale of 
book benefit the Lydia Freeman Charitable Foun-
dation to “support psychological care and research 
concerning children with disabilities, severe illness, 
or trauma.”

The book retails for $7.99 and can be pur-
chased at Book Garden, located at 189 E. Pine St. 
in Exeter. To check availability or to order the book, 
call the store at 559-592-2538.

Book Review:

Essentials for Christmas
Text and Photography by 

reggie ellis
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Carol
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” is, outside 

of the Bible, the greatest Christmas story ever told. 
It is the literary coal that keeps the spirit of the holi-
days smoldering in our hearts. It reminds us that the 
holidays without a spark of humanity are nothing 
more than a pile of soot that stains us inside and out. 

No character personifies the duality of man’s de-
sire for personal wealth and our need for social health 
than Ebenezer Scrooge, a 
name now synonymous with 
being greedy, stingy, and icy. 
Scrooge stoops tall among 
the cast of characters trying 
to lift his spirit and raise his 
gaze from the ledgers to life. 
The carol in the title is sin-
gular, because it follows how 
one man’s decisions seem to 
affect others but only end up 
shackling him. The play is 
only about one character, so 
it seems fitting that only one 
actor take the stage, especially 
if your name is Kelly Ventura. 

In December, Ventura 
will perform his 12th one-
man show of “A Christmas 
Carol” with two shows at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 7 and 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 
at the Main Street Theater 
in downtown. Despite a dozen seasons as Scrooge, 
Ventura said he still gets excited about the chance 
to play the iconic character with the reverence of 
one artist paying homage to another. 

“Dickens is such a part of our literary lexicon,” 
Ventura said. “The issues he talked about and that his 
characters work through still resonate with us today.”

Christmas Past: Ventura’s path across the stage 
began long before he channeled the characters of 
“Carol.” He has been performing in theater since the 
third grade and it was a fifth-grade talent show that 
affixed his affinity for an audience. He was supposed 
to play assistant to this friend’s magic act when the 
magician fell ill and backed out of the show. Not sure 
what to do, young Kelly found a joke book and start-

ed writing his favorites on in-
dex cards and then arranging 
them into an act. 

“When I got the first 
laugh, like one of these gen-
uine, deep laughs, I thought, 
‘This is pretty cool’,” he said. 

Ventura continued to 
dabble in drama until attend-
ing high school at Golden 
West where he learned the 
art form from a passionate 
teacher, Mike Wilson. More 
than just a masterful teacher, 
Ventura said Wilson was a 
mentor. He urged Ventura to 
continue to seek leading roles 
but also to learn stage craft as 
a way to remain involved if he 
didn’t land the roles. 

“More than anything, he 
let me know that I wasn’t a 
geek or an outcast,” Ventura 

said. “He told me there were lots of people like me 
who wanted to do [drama].” 

Ventura cut his acting teeth performing with a 
summer troupe that traveled up and down the state. 
It was in this group that he was able to begin gar-
nering leads and more heavily experimenting with 
character traits and lines. After college, Ventura 

One Man’s

for Christmas
Text and Photography by 

reggie ellis

Kelly Ventura will perform his one-man show of 
Dickens’ “classic A Christmas Carol” on Dec. 7-8.
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took over leadership of the troupe and began ex-
panding into monologues, such as one of his favor-
ite roles as Richard III in Shakespeare’s play of the 
same name.

Christmas Present: Ventura had never played 
the incomparable Ebenezer Scrooge before deciding 
to do the first one-man show in 2005. He remem-
bers seeing the Disney cartoon featuring Scrooge 
McDuck, and maybe a few films, but it wasn’t until 
he had re-read Dickens’ novel during the holidays 
when his daughter was a toddler that he thought 
the classic tale would make a great one-man play. 
And seeing Sir Patrick Stewart’s performance as 
Scrooge in the 1987 one-man show solidified the 
character for the seasoned thespian.

“Scrooge is my favorite character of those I’ve 
played because he has the biggest arc,” Ventura said. 
“Many characters change by degrees, but Scrooge 
changes so dramatically by the end.”

Since starting his one-man tradition, Ventura 
has performed Dickens’ classic all but one holiday 
season. In this year’s show, Ventura will play 16 
characters in all, the most he has ever attempted. 
And while there is one character Kelly won’t por-
tray, a Ventura will still get the billing. His 17-year-
old daughter, Lauren, will perform the role of the 
Ghost of Christmas Future. Ventura said it is such a 
pivotal and powerful act between the two characters 
he wanted to be sure there were two players on stage 
for those scenes. 

“She’s seen every one of my shows and now we 
get to share the stage together,” the elder Ventura said.

Christmas Future: The future of Ventura’s tra-
dition will look very different from year’s past. Fol-
lowing the Visalia City Council’s decision to sell the 
historic Main Street Theater, Enchanted Playhouse 
will have to find a new home by the end of January. 
Ventura, a member of the Enchanted Playhouse’s 
board of directors, originally scheduled his annual 
show as a fund-raiser to preserve the building as 
the home of the children’s theater company. Now 
that the sale if final, Ventura said the proceeds will 
benefit future generations of child performers at the 
Enchanted Playhouse, wherever the stage is set. 

“Overall, the theme of the play is hope, but 
hope means many things. We can hope things will 
change, that things will look up, or even hope they 
stay the same.”

Then again, no two one-man shows are alike. 
Each year Ventura brings a new twist to the show. 
The majority of the music changes annually as does 
his portrayal of the miser and his supporting cast. 

“A lot of my characters are based on real peo-
ple,” Ventura said. “Bits and pieces are from rela-

tives, friends, or just people I saw in the airport.”
Ventura said there is a lot of room for explora-

tion into Scrooge’s past that molded him into the 
miser in the story. His father was a debtor, mak-
ing his childhood difficult and enhancing his self-
preservation instincts. That leads to his pursuit of 
wealth, which ultimately costs him his fiancée. 

“It’s a story of redemption, mercy, and learn-
ing to not only be kind but to accept the kindness 
of others,” Ventura said. “With everything going on 
in the world, I think these are messages we can all 
stand to hear and be encouraged by.”

Some of the modifications are planned, and 
some are missteps, accidental additions, or extra 
pauses that bring more attention to a line Ventura 
feels may be more significant in that season of his 
life or the state of the world. 

“There are a lot of socioeconomic statements in 
Dickens’ books, and some years they parallel more 
with what’s going on in the world,” Ventura said. 
“Economic inequality. The notions of charity and 
wealth. These are questions we are still grappling 
with today.”

Tickets are $12 for general admission, $11 for 
senior citizens, active military and veterans, and $10 
for children and 18 and younger. Tickets are avail-
able online at www.enchantedplayhouse.org or at the 
box of the Main Street Theater, 307 E. Main St. in 
Visalia.

Kelly Ventura will portray 16 different characters in “A Christmas 
Carol,” except for the Ghost of Christmas Future, which will be 
played by his daughter, Lauren.
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Stuffers
Stock Up on

Near You

WET BRUSH PRO 
STYLING 

BRUSH

$1195
Tangles Hair Salon 

117 E. Pine St. 
Exeter, Calif.

MARVEL 
SUPER HERO 

KEYCHAINS

$499
Autozone 

230 N. Hwy. 65 
Lindsay, Calif.

HANDMADE
NOVELTY 
PINS

98¢

Velouria Records 
109 E. Main St. 

Visalia, Calif.
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NAPA 
DETAILING
BRUSH 3-PK.

$699
Napa Auto Parts 

137 N. Valencia Blvd., 
Woodlake, Calif.

PERFORMANCE
 

TOOL 
HOBBY 

KNIFE SET

$699
O’Reilly Auto Parts 

1409 Farmersville Rd. 
Farmersville, Calif.

NIKE 
NEWBORN
INFANT BOOTIES

$10
Foot Motion 

1625 E. El Monte Way 
Dinuba, Calif.

NFL SHOP
CUSTOM 

SHOT GLASS

$6
Franco Sports 

1543 E. Bradsley Ave. 
Tulare, Calif.

HANDMADE
BULLET 
KEYCHAINS

$898
Country Pleasures 

177 N. Main St. 
Porterville, Calif.

HANDMADE
NOVELTY 
PINS

98¢
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Comfort
Gearing up for a big crowd at your holiday fes-

tivities can provide moments of excitement, stress, 
fun and plenty of other emotions as the big dinner 
draws near. This year, avoid any nagging feelings of 
doubt with this step-by-step guide to prepare for 
large gatherings.

Plan in advance. Even if you’re typically the 
last-minute type, the hectic holiday season is no 
time to wait until a few days ahead of the celebra-
tion to throw meals and more together. Instead, be 
sure to put together a guest list and send invites at 
least a few weeks out. Take inventory of supplies 
like silverware, plates, serving dishes and any ac-
cessories you’d like to feature at the table. Make 
an outline of the food each guest is bringing, or, if 
you’ll supply all the food, ensure there will be plenty 
for everyone—don’t forget to take into account spe-
cial diets or allergies. 

Make a list. Planning only takes you so far if you 
don’t write everything down. Once the menu is de-
termined, list out what you’ll need to make the magic 
happen. Don’t forget to jot down easily overlooked 
items that can be picked up the day of, such as ice.

Remember to thaw. One surefire way to make 
the big day a big disaster is to forget to thaw your 
main course. If you’re planning to roast a turkey—

perhaps the most common centerpiece—remember 
it takes around a day to thaw for every two pounds 
of meat. So, for example, it could take close to a 
week for a 14-pound turkey to fully thaw prior to 
cooking. 

Prep the day before. There are many tasks (big 
and small) that can be taken care of the day be-
fore guests arrive, making the holiday less stressful 
for hosts. From whipping up simple appetizers like 
dips to giving the house a thorough cleaning, there’s 
plenty of pressure that can be taken off your shoul-
ders 24 hours in advance. If you really want to make 
the big day a breeze, consider cooking your main 
dish, slicing the meat and placing it in reheating 
pans one day prior.

Create a schedule. No matter how far in ad-
vance you plan or how much prep you complete 
prior to the festivities, there will always be day-of 
work to be done. With guests coming in and out, 
it can be helpful to lay out what’s known as a “fire 
list,” which details times chronologically for when 
things need done, such as starting the oven to warm 
the turkey or simply remembering to lay out dessert 
following the meal.  Find more holiday hosting tips 
and meal solutions at omahasteaks.com.

–SOURCE: www.FamilyFeatures.com

Tidings of

Food and Joy
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 WHOLE BASTED TURKEY
Ingredients:

1 Omaha Steaks Whole Basted Turkey 
 (10 pounds)

Instructions:
Thaw turkey completely in refrigerator 3-4 

days or, keeping turkey in vacuum-sealed packaging, 
place in sink full of cold water 5-7 hours, changing 
water approximately every 30 minutes.

Heat oven to 350 F. Remove turkey from vacu-
um-sealed bag. Place turkey in bag provided; secure 
bag with twist tie. Place bag in deep roasting pan. 
Using fork, puncture 6-8 holes in top of bag. For 
extra browning or crispness, slit top of bag for final 
20-30 minutes of roasting. 

Roast turkey 2 hours, 45 minutes to 3 hours. 
Turkey is done when internal temperature measured 
with kitchen thermometer reaches 165°F. 

 BUTCHER’S BUTTER FILET 
MIGNON ROAST GARNISH
Ingredients:
 ¼  cup salted butter
 ¼  cup duck fat
 ½  teaspoon fresh rosemary, minced
 1  teaspoon fresh thyme, minced
 1  clove garlic, minced
 ½  anchovy filet, minced
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper
 1 prepared Omaha Steaks Filet Mignon Roast
Instructions:

In small saucepan, combine butter, duck fat, 
rosemary, thyme, garlic, anchovy filet and black 
pepper. Heat on low 3-5 minutes until fragrant. Re-
move from heat and serve over Filet Mignon Roast.

 ROASTED GRAPE GASTRIQUE
Roasted Grapes:
 4  cups assorted grapes  
  (picked, washed and dried)
 1  tablespoon olive oil
 ¾  teaspoon salt
 ¼  teaspoon pepper
 1  cinnamon stick nonstick cooking spray
Gastrique:
 2  tablespoons water
 ½  cup sugar
 ½  cup apple cider vinegar
 1 tablespoon cornstarch mixed with 4 table-
spoons water
Instructions: 

To make Roasted Grapes: Heat oven to 350°F.
In bowl, combine grapes, olive oil, salt, pepper 

and cinnamon stick.
Lightly spray baking sheet with nonstick cook-

ing spray. Pour grape mixture onto baking sheet. 
Bake 15 minutes. Remove from oven and pour into 
bowl.

To make Gastrique: In small saucepan, com-
bine water and sugar. Bring to boil over medium-
high heat, 5-7 minutes, until sugar starts to brown.

Remove from heat and slowly add vinegar. Re-
turn to heat and stir until combined. Add cornstarch 
and water mixture; bring to boil. Remove from heat.

Pour Gastrique mixture over Roasted Grapes.
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November 22 – Visa-
lia Emergency Aid Council’s 13th annual “Race 
Against Hunger” starts at 8 a.m. A Thanksgiving 
Day tradition, the race offers a 5k run, 2-mile walk 
and kids’ fun run. Price to participate is $33; kids 
12 and under, $18. Register by Nov. 18 at runsign-
up.com.

november 24 – Small Business Saturday. Im-
prove your own community’s economy by shop-
ping locally this holiday season. To learn more 
about this annual event, visit wikipedia.org.

november 26 – Bundle up and come kick off 
the holiday season at the 73rd annual Candy Cane 
Lane Parade in downtown Visalia. The fun starts 
at 7 p.m. Dancing, music and, of course, the man 
himself Santa! Parade entrants must apply by Oct. 
29. Visit downtownvisalia.com for more informa-
tion.

november 28 – Way Back Wednesdays’ screen-
ing of “High Noon (1952)” with Pete Sweeney on 
the Wurlitzer Organ starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Fox 
Theatre, 300 Main St. in Visalia. Tickets are $5 at 
ticketfly.com. The first 100 guests will receive a free 
popcorn.

november 29 – Downtown Exeter’s Christmas 
Open House from 5 to 9 p.m. Holiday shopping, 
Santa Claus, enjoy free old-fashioned fire truck 
rides, carriage rides, refreshments and family holi-
day spirit. For more info, visit exeterchamber.com.

november 29 – Downtown Visalia’s Holiday 
Open House from 5 to 8 p.m. Carriage rides, San-
ta pics, shopping and more. Visit downtownvisa-

lia.com for more information.

november 29 – An Evening with singers/song-
writers Lyle Lovett and Robert Earl Keen will be-
gin at 8 p.m. at the Fox Theater, 300 Main St. in 
Visalia. Tickets are $49-$99 at ticketfly.com.

november 30 – A Merry-Achi Christmas with 
Mariachi Sol de Mexico de Jose Hernandez will 
be performed at 7:30 p.m. at the Fox Theatre, 300 
Main St. in Visalia. Tickets are $22-$49 at ticket-
fly.com.

november 30 – Family Night at Visalia Adven-
ture Park, Hwy 198 and Akers St., 9 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. $18 wristband gets you unlimited access to go 
karts, bumper boats, mini golf, batting cages, and 
laser tag. Karaoke mic will be available, too. For 
more info, visit adventurepark.com/family-fun.

December 1 –  Arts Con-
sortium presents 1st Saturday in Three Rivers 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Art studios, restaurants 
and merchants open their doors and invite all for 
a town-wide celebration. Go to the Three Rivers 
Historical Museum, 42268 Sierra Hwy. for a map 
of participating venues. For more info, visit 1stsat-
urdaytr.com or call 559-561-3463.
december 2 – Sierra Vocal Arts Ensemble pres-
ents their annual Christmas Concert, “Silent Night, 
Holy Night,” at 3 p.m. at the First United Method-
ist Church, 344 E. Morton in Porterville. Tickets 
are $25; $20 for seniors and students at 559-804-
7995 or at Hanson Travel Ideas in Porterville.

Holiday Events
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december 3 – 11th annual Holiday Chamber 
Choir Festival will feature the “Best of the Best” 
Visalia choirs in one place at L. J. Williams The-
ater, 1001 W. Main St. in Visalia from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Proceeds from the concert will benefit the music 
programs of the schools participating. Tickets are 
$8. For more info, go to visitvisalia.org.
december 6, 13 and 20 – Downtown Ex-
eter’s Christmas Open House from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Holiday shopping, Santa Claus, enjoy free old-
fashioned fire truck rides, carriage rides, refresh-
ments and family holiday spirit. For more info, 
visit exeterchamber.com.
december 6, 13 and 20 – Holiday Open 
House in downtown Visalia from 5 to 8 p.m. Car-
riage Rides are $10 for up to 4 people; Santa pho-
tos are $5 each. For more info, go to downtown-
visalia.com.
december 7 –The 38th annual Christmas Tree 
Auction fundraiser gala for local nonprofit or-
ganizations will take place from 7 to 11 p.m. at 
the Visalia Convention Center. Live auction, two 
silent auctions, wine tastings, food samples and 
dancing. Tickets are $20-$80 at eventbrite.com. 
Black tie attire; must be 21+ to attend.
december 8, 15 and 22 – Breakfast with 
Santa from 8 to 10 a.m. for ages 4 to 12. Tickets 
are $10 per person; $5 for breakfast only. For more 
information, go to visitvisalia.org.

december 8 – Sequoia Symphony Orchestra 
presents “A Soulful Christmas” at the Fox Theatre, 
300 W. Main St. in Visalia. Showtimes are 3 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10-$45 at sequoiasym-
phonyorchestra.com.

december 9 – John Mueller’s Winter Dance 
Party at the Visalia Fox Theatre, 300 W. Main St. 
in Visalia, at 7 p.m. Tickets are $23-$34 at ticket-
fly.com.

december 13 – Throwback Thursdays’ screen-
ing of “A Christmas Story (1983)” starts at 6:30 
p.m. at the Fox Theatre, 300 Main St. in Visalia. 
Tickets are $5 at ticketfly.com. The first 100 guests 
will receive a free popcorn.

december 14 – Double feature at the Planetar-
ium: “Mystery of the Christmas Star” and “Christ-
mas Traditions Around the World” at 6 and 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $4; $3 children 11 and under; available 
for purchase after 5 p.m. at the box office, 11535 
Avenue 264 in Visalia. Children must be accom-

panied by an adult. For more information, visit 
tcoe.org/Planetarium/index.shtm.
december 15 – 2nd annual Ugly Sweater Pub 
Crawl in downtown Visalia from 4:30 to 9 p.m. 
Tickets are $12-$20 and must be purchased online 
at eventbrite.com. Must be 21 to participate. For 
more info, visit dothecrawl.com.
december 15 – A Traditional Christmas Cel-
ebration featuring Lon Hannah & San Joaquin 
Junction and the Hannah Family & Friends with 
guest Waddie Mitchell at the Visalia Fox Theatre, 
300 Main St. in Visalia at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15-
$30 at ticketfly.com.
december 15 – Golden West High School Per-
forming Arts Holiday Concert from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
L. J. Williams Theatre, 1001 W. Main St. in Visalia. 
For more info, call 559-730-7300.
december 19 – Way Back Wednesdays’ screen-
ing of “White Christmas (1954)” with Pete Swee-
ney on the Wurlitzer Organ starts at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Fox Theatre, 300 Main St. in Visalia. Tickets are 
$5 at ticketfly.com. The first 100 guests will receive a 
free popcorn.

Holiday Events
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G E T  I N T O  C H A R A C T E R

LUPiTa DOLL aND BOOk 
BOxsET BiLiNgUaL from Lupita™
The Lupita Book + Doll Boxset is a bilingual, hardcover 
book with beautiful illustrations along with the plush Lu-
pita doll who is a partner in kind in encouraging children 
to do good deeds throughout the Christmas holiday season 
leading to the Three Kings Day. 
Ages 3 to 6 years.  

BUmBLEBEE mOviE POwEr 
CHargE BUmBLEBEE from Transformers™
Within each Transformers robot rests a powerful core made of Ener-
gon. Without this core, charging up all that battling, racing, and (when 
it comes to Bumblebee) singing wouldn’t be possible. Even the most 
tubular Autobots get their circuits warped sometimes. Help a bot out 
by getting his Power Charge core spinning! While in robot mode, spin 
the core in Bumblebee figure’s chest to amp up lights and phrases. 
Then, lower the battle mask and reveal his signature Stinger Sword to 
get this courageous bot ready for battle against the Decepticons. 
Ages 6 years and up.  

NELLa THE PriNCEss kNigHT- 
TraNsFOrmiNg PriNCEss kNigHT NELLa from Nella 
the Princess Knight™
Meet Nella - a kind and gracious princess as well as a brave and courageous 
knight! She loves jousting as much as jewelry and daring quests as much as glit-
tering gowns. Along with her unicorn friend Trinket, Nella defends her friends 
in the kingdom of Castlehaven - always standing up for what’s right! This trans-
forming Princess Knight Nella doll instantly changes from princess to knight at 
the push of a button, with a magical musical sparkle. Simply twist Nella’s belt to 
change her back to glamorous princess. 
Ages 3 years and up.  

Target
Bullseye’s Top Toys Are on

For more gift ideas, go to target.com.
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I G N I T E  T H O S E  I M A G I N A T I O N S

awEsOmE aCaDEmy sCHOOL rOOm™ 
from Our Generation™  
Get ready for A+ fun with Our Generation’s Awesome Academy, the 
76-piece school room playset for 18-inch dolls! Full of cool features 
like a working fire alarm, classroom lights, and recess bell, this playset 
really makes the grade. Write on the chalkboard with real chalk, and 
turn the lights on above the glow-in-the-dark whiteboard. Lifelike ac-
cessories from miniature markers and notebooks to potted plants and 
tape dispensers will provide hours of detailed fun. When the school 
day is done, store your supplies in the hallway lockers. Includes teach-
er’s desk, 2 student desks, and a full assortment of school supplies. 
Ages 3 years and up. 

TiC TaC TONgUE™ from YULU™
Are you ready for a battle between lizards? Introducing Tic Tac Tongue 
from YULU! Be quick to lick! Put on the lizard mask and get ready for 
a game of skill and speed. One player flips over a number card. The other 
two players face off to knock down the correct insect card. The lizard that 
knocks down the most insects the fastest wins! Each Tic Tac Tongue 
game comes with 4 lizard masks with washable mouthpieces and tongues, 
10 target cards, 10 game cards and game rules. 
Ages 4 years and up. 

LaUgH aND LEarN smarT 
LEarNiNg HOmE   from Fisher-Price™
Welcome home, kiddo! With lots of hands-on play and “high-tech” activities 
all around, this interactive playhouse helps your baby learn about numbers, 
shapes, the weather, and more, with rewarding music, lights, and sounds as 
they explore. And, as little homeowners grow, they can engage in super fun 
role play, pretending to “work” in the office or whip up something delicious 
in the kitchen! Where development comes into play, Academics: Playful 
songs and phrases introduce numbers & counting, shapes & colors, weather, 
opposites, and more. Gross Motor: With interactive activities in and around 
the house, your kiddo won’t want to miss a thing. 
Ages 6 to 36 months. 

DELUxE ONE sTOP sHOP PLay sTOrE sET™  
from Melissa and Doug™
The Melissa & Doug One-Stop Shop has everything kids need to open 
their own play store and get shopping! The sturdy wooden free-standing 
play space (27.5” x 35” x 35.7” assembled) with smooth, curved corners 
and edges lets customers three and older browse the shelves and pay for 
purchases on one side, and allows the clerk to ring up items on the other. 
Realistic features include beeping “scanner,” (two AA batteries required, 
not included) a hand-crank conveyor belt, a card-swiping machine, a key-
pad/calculator, and cash drawer. 
Ages 3 to 7 years. 
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T O Y I N G  W I T H  T E C H

iNTEraCTivE a.i. rOBOT from Boxer™
Meet Boxer: your real robot pal! This plucky little bot comes to life right out 
of the box and is raring to go - no assembly required! With a love for fun, 
your new buddy is ready to play! To start, place one of the 10 activity cards 
(included) in front of Boxer. Once he rolls over the card and scans it, the fun 
begins! Play games like Bot Bowling, Paddle Bot and Go Kart, or use the 
interactive ball accessory (included) to play a fast-paced game of soccer! As 
you play with this loveable bot, you’ll get to know his quirky personality. 
Ages 6 years and up.  

FiNgErLiNgs HUgs™
from WowWee™

Meet Fingerlings Hugs - they’re softies when it comes to affection! Their long 
arms are perfect for big hugs and these cuddle monkeys never want to let you 
go! It’s all about that Main Squeeze Fingerlings feeling. Swing them, pet them, 
and rock them to sleep, or give them a kiss and watch them kiss you back!! 
Record what you say and watch them repeat it back in funny ways. 
Ages 5 years and up. 

LasEr OPs PrO aLPHaPOiNT BLasTErs™
from Nerf™  

The Nerf Laser Ops Pro AlphaPoint blaster 2-pack gives players everything they 
need to face off in head-to-head live-action laser battles right out of the box! 
AlphaPoint blasters fire a single-shot IR burst with each pull of the trigger and 
register hits with lights and sounds, while lights on the back display health status 
and ammo capacity. Designed with unlimited ammo, the blasters have a quick-
reload button to replenish supply.  
Ages 8 years and up.

JETsON rOgUE HOvErBOarD 
wiTH gaLaxy LigHT-UP wHEELs™

from Whelltoys™  
Get ready to ride in style with the Jetson Rogue All Terrain Hoverboard. 
This electric self-balancing scooter is a real showstopper with a smooth matte 
finish and awesome Galaxy light-up wheels that shine LED color lights in 
a pattern so unique you’ll be turning heads as you race by. Featuring Active 
Balance Technology, the Rogue uses internal sensors to keep you leveled and 
stable as you ride.  
Ages 13 years and up.

DC COmiCs sUPEr HErOEs 
aPP-CONTrOLLED BaTmOBiLE™ from Lego™  
Speed to Gotham City crime scenes with the motorized LEGO DC Super 
Heroes 76112 App-Controlled Batmobile. This cool vehicle features 2 motors 
powered by a Bluetooth-controlled battery hub, an opening minifigure cockpit, 
4-wheel drive and 2 dual stud shooters. Simply download the app from the App 
Store and Google Play to control the vehicle from your smartphone or tablet.  
Ages 8 years and up.
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T H E  B I G  R E V E A L

L.O.L. sUrPrisE™
 from L.O.L. Surprise™  

L.O.L. Surprise dolls were on a top secret mission when 
their pet went missing! Find surprise clues across the 
Eye Spy Series to help find their pet! Discover 60+ never 
before seen surprises inside the L.O.L. Surprise Bigger 
Surprise with exclusive dolls and accessories! 
Ages 6 years and up. 

UNiCOrN sUPEr FLiP from Pikmi Pops™
Introducing all new giant sized Pikmi Flips - giant, reversible scented plushies 
that turn from a giant pom pom into a giant Pikmi in a flip! This Giant Pikmi 
Flips turns from a giant cotton-candy inspired pom pom into Gigi the Unicorn! 
Ready for a surprise? Look inside for a sweet scented surprise! You can find 1 or 2 
regular sized, reversible scented plush! There are also 8 surprise items to find. 
Ages 5 years and up.  

HaTCHimaLs HaTCHiBaBiEs™ from Hatchimals™
Introducing the newest Hatchimals straight from Hatchtopia: the HatchiBabies! These magical 
creatures are hidden inside colorful speckled eggs, but they have a secret - they’re forever babies! 
Super sweet and super soft, these adorable new HatchiBabies have even more surprises than ever 
hidden inside their eggs. They can’t hatch without you! Will you hatch a boy or a girl?  
Ages 5 years and up. 

CraTE CrEaTUrEs 
giaNT CrEaTUrE CrOak™ from Goliath Games™
Your new beast friend is bigger, grosser and more fun than ever! Unbox your 
Crate Creatures Surprise! Big Blowout-Croak, pull his tongue and finger for 
gross sounds, and use the walkie talkie lock to transmit your monster voice 
through your Creature! Tickle him to keep the laughs rolling. Turn the timer 
buddy on his head for a hilarious gas explosion! 
Ages 4 years and up. 

ParTy TimE sUrPrisE sET from Party Popteenies™
Big parties = big fun! Unbox the Mega Party Surprise Set and discover 
over 50 poptastic pieces and surprises! With three poppers included, 
the fun starts with a fantastic surprise! Just pull, twist and pop each 
popper for a burst of collectible confetti and your new stylish dolls. This 
party includes 6 exclusive Party Popteenies dolls, dressed in their most 
stylish outfits, as well as three adorable surprise pets! Always fabulous, 
each exclusive doll comes with a stylish hair accessory and cute outfit. 
Now that the Party Popteenies have arrived, it’s almost time to party! 
Ages 4 years and up. 
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BarBiE DrEamHOUsE PLaysET  from Mattel™
More than 3 feet tall and 4 feet wide, the Barbie Dreamhouse has so many 
amazing features - three stories, eight rooms that include a carport (car not 
included) and a home office, a working elevator that fits four dolls, a pool 
that has a slide descending from the story above, five pieces of transforming 
furniture, lights, sounds and more than 60 additional accessories, including 
an adorable puppy, that can all be used to decorate, set the scene and play 
out so many stories. Plug-and-play design helps keep pieces in place as small 
hands move around (and make clean up easy for adult hands!). 
Ages 3 years and up.

skEEBaLL 
THE CLassiC arCaDE gamE™ 
from Buffalo Games™
Skee-Ball, give it a roll. The classic arcade game is now 
available for your next family game night or event. With 
a wooden foldable base this game is perfect for on-the-go 
fun! Includes 5 balls and 4 scoring hoops. Play a solo game 
to beat your high-score or invite 2 or more players to join 
in on the fun. 
Ages 4 years and up.

BaBy aLivE swEET sPOONFULs 
BaBy DOLL from Hasbro™
Sweet Spoonfuls Baby doll provides kids a fresh way to nurture and 
play by making their baby’s pretend food with a special blender! When 
it’s time to eat, add the food packet and water into the blender. Kids can 
turn the handle to really mix together their baby’s meal! After feeding 
baby with a spoon, give them a bottle - when baby “poops” it’s time for a 
diaper change. With the comb to style baby’s hair, and sweet removable 
outfit, kids can play over and over again! Hasbro and all related terms 
are trademarks of Hasbro. 
Ages 3 years and up. 

F E E L I N G  N O S T A L G I C

ULTimaTE gaTOr Car wasH PLaysET  from Hot Wheels™ 
The Hot Wheels Ultimate Gator Car Wash provides hours of storytelling fun with sensory 
water play and magical color change transformations! Try to escape the swirling whirlpool 
without getting chomped by the gigantic gator! Kids can start their car wash adventure 
by sending their cars up the massive crank elevator. Turn the knob on the water tower 
to drench your car watch it magically change color! Drive through the crazy track and 
through the push-around-play brushes and rollers of the car wash before taking one final 
dunk in the whirlpool chamber where your car magically changes color again!  Ignite kids’ 
imagination as you try to escape the whirlpool and get past the gator’s massive jaws and on 
to your next heroic adventure. 
Ages 6 years and up. 
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